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In response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Governor Asa Hutchinson created the Arkansas 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act Steering Committee to make 
recommendations to the Governor on the “best uses of the CARES Act funding” under Section 
601 of PL116-136, the “Coronavirus Relief Fund.”  
 
The COVID-19 crisis has heightened awareness about the need for foster care parents to provide 
services during the public health and economic crisis.  The Department of Human Services 
proposes a fixed, one-time payment of $500 to each foster care parent to help offset the 
additional costs due to COVID-19.  
 
Children in out-of-home care have higher incidences of physical health issues and medical 
frailty, as well as higher levels of trauma and behavioral health challenges than their peers. Many 
children in out-of-home care have suffered numerous adverse childhood experience making them 
especially vulnerable both mentally and physically in times of high stress.  It is critically 
important that we take extraordinary preventive measures to ensure their physical and mental 
health are protected.   
 
In order to ensure that children in foster-care can be supported by their out-of-home caregivers 
(i.e. foster parents, relative caregivers, fictive kin) to prevent the risk of children being left 
unattended for long periods or left with an unknown caregiver, a one-time payment of $500 will 
be paid for all eligible providers who care for a foster child from March 17- May 31st. An 
eligible provider is specifically defined as a foster family home, fictive kin foster family home, 
pre-adoptive home, private agency foster family home, provisional placement home (fictive kin 
or relative), relative foster family home, therapeutic foster care home, DDS foster family home 
Tier II, and DDS specialized community home.  
 
None of the expenses to be reimbursed under this proposal have been or will be reimbursed 
under any other federal program. To the extent that expenses are subsequently reimbursed under 
another federal program, funds disbursed from the Arkansas Coronavirus Relief Fund will be 
reconciled and recovered. Funds will not be disbursed from the Arkansas Coronavirus Relief 
Fund if sufficient funding is disbursed from another federal program to reimburse the expenses. 
 
Estimated Cost: $1,200,000 
 


